be at their disposal. He hoped that he would cheerfully
iie at the hands of anyone who chose to take his life.
Then he would have done as he advised all to do.

HOUSES FOR THE REFUGEES

The refugees had also asked him for houses. He
told them that there was the land and the canopy of
the sky above their heads. They should be content with
such accommodation rather than inhabit the houses
forcibly vacated by the Muslims. If they would all work,
they could within a day put up necessary shelters. What
was more, they could then assuage the anger of the
refugees and bring about an atmosphere that would
enable him to go to the Punjab at once.

13
24-9-'47
THE FRAIL BOAT OF  INDIA
Making the bhajan sung at the prayers the theme
of his post-prayer discourse, Gandhiji said that the
refrain of the bhajan aptly described the condition of
India today. In it the poet invoked God's help to take
his frail boat across the ocean.
GIVE THE GOVERNMENTS A CHANGE
Today, the spirit of revenge and retaliation filled
the atmosphere. The Hindus and Sikhs in Delhi did
not want the Muslims there. If they had been driven
away from Pakistan, why should the Muslims have a
place in the Indian Union, or in Delhi at least? they
argued. It was the Muslim League that had thrown out
the gauntlet. Gandhiji agreed that the Muslim League
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